MINUTES OF THE UPPER DEVERILLS ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING  

held in the  VILLAGE HALL on Wednesday, 14th May 2008

Present: 
Councillors Lady Wheeler (Chairman)

Councillors Blue, Fagan, Greenwood and Shuler

7 members of the public

333.  Election of Chairman and acceptance of office


Councillor Lady Wheeler was elected unanimously as Chairman, and signed her acceptance of 

Office.



Proposed:  Councillor Shuler
Seconded:  Councillor Blue

334.  Co-option of new councillors

Mrs Sarah Fagan and Mr Robin Greenwood were co-opted as Councillors.  Acceptances of Office and Declarations of Interests were duly signed.  



  Action Clerk

335.  Acceptance of apologies for absence

Councillors de Rhe Philipe and Mounde

336. Open Session for members of the public 
Speeding on the B3095 was discussed.  Local residents had been caught by radar equipment and annoyance was expressed that the police are not targeting commuter traffic early morning or late afternoon.  It was suggested that PC Bridge be contacted to enquire the percentage of local people who have received fines.  Councillor Blue explained that this information would not be available and that the police themselves are restricted to where, when and how speed restrictions are enforced and monitored.  The opinion was expressed that the fines constitute

 “a tax on local retired people”.  The clerk will contact PC Bridge to report back to him on this.

Action Clerk

337.  To receive declarations of interests – None to declare.

338.  Chairman’s Announcements

a) The Chairman welcomed Councillors Fagan and Greenwood on to the Council.

b) Parish Plans:  The Chairman requested an update.  Councillor Blue reported little progress although enquiries had been received.  He advised that ten or more people need to come forward to make a team viable.  The best way now might be to hold a 

public meeting.  The Chairman will send information to the Parish News editor.   

      Action Chairman
c) The Nightfreight vehicle has evidently not been seen on the B3095 since March.

339.  Rights of Way Improvement Programme

Councillor Shuler had attended the Cranborne Chase and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Access Seminar but considered it Dorset-centric.  The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 was discussed and its implications for Wiltshire considered.  Local Forums will advise on local access and local authorities will act upon the decisions they make.  The Pathwatch Scheme, developed in Sussex, provides a model useful to Upper Deverills and Wiltshire in general, in that normal traffic laws and regulations cover BOATs (Bye-ways open to all traffic).  Pathwatch can be envisaged to assist police with crime detection.  Councillor Mounde has advised that Wiltshire will be partaking in this initiative this year.  Councillor Shuler has volunteered to join the Board of LAG (Local Action Group) and the Chairman thanked her for this.

2

340  Parish Council annual accounts 2007-8
Internal audit had been completed by Mr Alan Rymell.  The Annual Governance Statement was read to the meeting.  The statements were affirmed and the accounts will be sent to the external auditors – Mazars – for approval.

Proposed:
Councillor Blue
Seconded: 
Councillor Shuler

342.  B3095 - Update

Councillor Blue explained the weight restriction implications to the new councillors.  WCC is conducting a study but this has been delayed.  Complications exist around the A303/A350 junction which will affect which vehicles go where.  A letter will be sent to Mere, Crockerton & Longbridge and Maiden Bradley Parish Councils suggesting a combined approach with Upper Deverills on the Traffic Regulation Orders.

A survey will be carried out to monitor traffic between 0700 and 2100 hrs.  

Signage at Mere going north is still under consideration directing traffic away from the B3095 and onto the A303.  

Signage on the A303 going east would be the responsibility of the Highways Agency and would be more expensive.  It is still under consideration.

Councillor Blue said white lining should have been carried out by WCC.  He will pursue this.

Statistics were given to members, outlining that Brixton Deverill is most affected by speeding with 68.44% of motorists breaking the 30mph limit.

343.  Planning


Manor Farm, Brixton Deverill – approval given for installation of tennis court


The Old Forge, Kingston Deverill – approval given for extension

344.  Payments



Village Hall

Donation 

 £1,000.00



W.A.L.C.

Membership
      
      101.04



Community First
Membership

        34.00



Community First
Insurance Premium
       216.51

Proposed:
Councillor Greenwood
Seconded:  Councillor Fagan

345.  Clerk’s report and correspondence received

a)  Litter Clear-Up.  The clerk had met David Blake of AONB to discuss this and arrangements are under discussion to involve the Parish Steward, local people and AONB to carry this out.  It will be put on the July agenda.   





             Action Clerk 

b) The Recycling Centre at Furnax Lane, Warminster, will be closed temporarily in late-2008 to allow for decontamination to be carried out.

346.  Matters raised by Councillors – for information only

Councillor Blue advised that the 7.5 tonnes weight limit would not apply to Hindon Road.

Crockerton & Longbridge Parish Council has a new Chairman and Clerk.  

Signatories will have to be deleted and new signatories arranged with Co-Op Bank 

   Action Clerk

The meeting closed at 20.50.
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Upper Deverills Village Hall
on Wednesday 9th July at 7.30 pm.  

